
Minutes of the Northants Squash & Racketball Association 
2011 Annual General Meeting held at the Overstone Manor   

on the 6th June at 7.30 pm 
------------------------- 

 1.    Role Call – James Sheehan (County Vice-President), Samantha Willis (Chairperson), 
Martin Sawyer (Vice-Chairperson), David Everitt (County Secretary),  
Ian Holmes (Treasurer), Carl Elsby (Junior Chairperson), Nick Hawkes (County League 
Secretary), Simon Forster (Dallington), Steve Avil, Alison Avil, Lin Leach, Andy Reuthe, 
Martin Thompson and Ian Shirley (all Market Harborough), Ryan Spragg (Daventry), 
Mark Smith (Lings), Steve Prior (Dallington) and Richard Smith (Cripps). 
 
 2.    Apologies – Peter Kerby, Jet Shoker, Steve Hough, Steve Cousens and Andy Laurie. 
 
 3.    Approval of the minutes from the 2010 Annual General Meeting having been read 
and deemed a correct record. Proposed: Martin Sawyer and Seconded: Samantha Willis. 
 
 4.    Matters arising – none. 
 
 5.    Chairperson’s Report – Samantha Willis thanked everyone for attending the AGM. 
We have had a good season with our ‘new’ committee. All committee members have 
settled into their relevant roles nicely with only a couple of teething problems, which have 
been noted and sorted. The leagues ran smoothly and were very close at the end of the 
season and the knock-out competition was entertaining. It was noted that we didn’t 
advertise the finals very well and will be looking at running the finals on one night for all 
divisions next season. 
The County competitions were all supported very well with increases in participants, the 
handicap was played in November at Daventry with the winner being Ben Shakespeare 
and the runner-up Dane Schweir. The county doubles was played in March at Daventry 
with the winners being Steve Ward and John Freeman and runners-up Aron Toms & Sam 
Wilkinson. The County championships were held at Club Diana, running the juniors 
alongside the seniors made for a hectic weekend but with lots of fantastic matches, with 
numbers growing next season we will have to hold the junior championships on another 
date. 
Men’s County Champion: - Dane Schweir    runner-up Ian Crofts 
Ladies County Champion: - Nikki Fowler    runner-up Carol Fosbrook 
Men’s Over 35 Champion: - Ian Crofts    runner-up Carl Elsby 
Men’s Over 45 Champion: - Ian Crofts    runner-up Malcolm Wheatley 
Men’s Over 55 Champion: - Ian Holmes    runner-up James Sheehan 
Boys’ Under 19 Champion: - Jack Follett    runner-up Ford Prior 
Boys’ Under 17 Champion: - George Willis    runner-up Angus Elsby 
Boys’ Under 15 Champion: - George Willis    runner-up Angus Elsby 
Boys’ Under 13 Champion: - Alexander Webb    runner-up Henry Walker 
Boys’ Under 11 Champion: - Harvey Westall    runner-up Logan Montone 
Girls’ Under 13 Champion: - Naomi Shaw    runner-up Emily Westall 
We ran senior and junior teams in the England Squash Inter-County competitions with 
men’s over 35, 45 and 55, the ladies withdrew not able to get a team and juniors at under 
19, 17, 15 and 13 for the boys and under 13 for the girls. 
The Junior Grand Prix season was also very successful with an increase of 10% in numbers. 
We have run ladies days and girls squads to develop awareness and to try and encourage 



participation, schools development has quietened down this last school term as 
government funding has been taken away from local authorities, though we are still 
looking at running a few taster sessions, funded by the county, next season. 
There was a referee’s course at the end of the season and 16 people took part and then 
passed the written paper so we have ‘P’ grade referees and a few who will be assessed to 
become county grade referees. 
So all in all a good and busy season. 
Proposed: Carl Elsby and Seconded: James Sheehan 
 
 6.    Adoption of Accounts for the 2010 to 2011 Season 
 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31ST MAY, 2011 
 
 2011 2010 
 
  INCOME 
 
     COMPETITIONS -234.42 -332.80 
     LEAGUES 930.00 1232.88 
     REGISTRATION FEES 894.00 931.00 
     INTEREST 3.63 0.89 
     REFUND OF S.R.A. AFFILIATION FEES 408.08 515.69 
     EXTRAS  710.00 
 
 2001.29 3057.66 
 
  EXPENDITURE 
 
     COUNTY MATCHES 1648.00 1886.29 
     JUNIORS 1215.00 1499.63 
 
 2863.00 3385.92 
 
  EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE -861.71 -328.26 
 
  OPENING BALANCE 5019.63 5347.89 
 
  BALANCE AT YEAR END 4157.92 5019.63 
 
  ASSETS 
                 CURRENT ACCOUNT 151.16 161.50 
                 DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 4006.76 4858.13 

I. F. HOLMES - TREASURER 
 
Proposed: Samantha Willis and Seconded: David Everitt 
 
IH reported that there was a consistent downfall of around £300 each year and at some 
point in the not too distant future the committee would have to address this. He pointed 
out that team and individual registration fees had not risen for several years. 



 7.    Nick Hawkes stated that SW had covered most of the things that were in his report 
only that he thought most people had used the web site successfully to find most things 
out and stated that Simon Yates’ system should spot when anomalies occurred in the 
ranking list. DE pointed out that that was one thing SY had stated that the system 
couldn’t do because it stopped the entry being made it still needed a hands on to check 
the match results against the relevant clubs’ ranking list. 
None of the trophies were ready to be handed out as they had not returned from the 
engravers’ in time but the following will receive the trophies:- 
Division One League Winners = Kettering Rugby 1 
Division Two League Winners = Daventry 2 
Division Three League Winners = Market Harborough 2 
Division Four League Winners = Daventry 6 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Division One Cup Winners = Kettering Rugby 1 – Runners-up = Dallington 1 
Division Two Cup Winners = OW’s – Runners-up = Daventry 2 
Division Three Cup Winners = Market Harborough 2 – Runners-up = Kettering Rugby 4 
Division Four Cup Winners = Market Harborough 3 – Runners-up = Club Diana 5 
 
 8.    Adoption of Changes to the League Rules for the forthcoming season, DE read out 
the changes these were duly Proposed: by Carl Elsby and Seconded: James Sheehan. 
All voted in favour of unanimously. 
 
 9.    Junior Chairman’s Report – CE reported his regret at the lack of representation from 
clubs around the county. It was hoped that although with the problems with Dallington 
closing and Club Diana going into administration that both clubs would continue with 
their junior coaching. Club Diana would look to relocate their juniors in the short term to 
Kettering Rugby and SP was looking into Cripps or Saints. Kettering Squash, Kettering 
Rugby, Lings and Cripps remain strong with Daventry on the up, now coaching on 
Saturday afternoons with Guy Pearce. 
    SW reported that with the County Development money having been stopped there 
was only 1 private school now participating. 
    CE was pleased with the Grand Prixs this season, 251 juniors had participated in 6 Grand 
Prixs with a total of £992 being collected and a profit of £418+ had been realised, some of 
this money will go towards providing goggles to those juniors participating in the Grand 
Prixs who have not got their own. 
    CE was still concerned about whether Saturday was the best day for the Grand Prixs 
and after discussion it was decided that this coming season we would try the Club Diana 
one on a Sunday to test the water. 
    SW reported that the County Junior Closed would be held on the weekend of the 24th 
and 25th of September, this would help with the assessments for the County teams and 
free up some of the juniors to play in the senior closed in the January of 2012. 
    CE – Development plan – SW can go into schools near to Saints if they can set up a 
coaching facility there. In September, SW will target schools near to clubs with junior 
sections to get private participants. Camp days + a week camp in the summer holidays. 
DE had been contacted by someone at Oundle School with a view to a girls match he will 
pass the information onto CE so that he can follow it up. 
    CE – Performance – Inter-County, U19 boys got a good lesson that they can only benefit 
by, the U17 boys performed very well, the U15 boys progressed to the Trophy final and 
nearly won whilst the U13 boys had a good first half with a strong team but were less 
effective in the second half with injuries to there top juniors. We only had an U13 girls team 



who after a lesson in the first half in a very strong group, performed with credit in the 
second half. 
    East Midlands representatives – Luc and Angus Elsby, Lauren Armstrong, Ryan 
Swadling and Naomi Shaw whilst George Willis, Emily and Harvey Westall, Jack Follett 
and Joe Smith all made the squads. 
    Both Club Diana and Kettering entered the Leicester Junior league this season in 
division one and finished 2nd and 3rd a good experience for all involved. As there seems to 
have been a massive improvement all round the county. 
 
10.    Election of Management Committee:- the following were voted into the positions 
indicated. 
President = Peter Kerby 
Vice-President = James Sheehan 
Chairperson = Samantha Willis – Nominated by David Everitt, Seconded by Carl Elsby 
Vice-Chairperson = Martin Sawyer – Nominated by Samantha Willis, Seconded by Nick 
Hawkes 
Secretary = David Everitt – Nominated by Nick Hawkes, Seconded by Steve Prior 
Treasurer = Ian Holmes – Nominated by David Everitt, Seconded by James Sheehan 
League Secretary =  
Junior Chairperson = Carl Elsby – Nominated by Samantha Willis, Seconded by Steve Prior 
County Development Officer = Samantha Willis – Nominated by Richard Smith, Seconded 
by Simon Forster 
Men’s County Captain = Ian Holmes – Nominated by Samantha Willis. Seconded by Ryan 
Spragg 
Ladies County Captain = no-one was proposed 
Men’s Over 35 Captain = Simon Turner – Proposed by Carl Elsby, Seconded by Steve Prior 
Men’s Over 45 Captain = Simon Evenden – Proposed by Ian Holmes, Seconded by Nick 
Hawkes 
Mens Over 55 Captain = Simon Evenden – Proposed by Ian Holmes, Seconded by David 
Everitt 
 
11.    Any Other Business – SW stated the current position on the three clubs in danger of 
closure – Club Diana where the doors were closed but we are hopeful that someone will 
re-open it as a squash club. Dallington where the members were given 30 days notice of 
closure and although the members were looking at every option available to them, re-
opening the club seemed doubtful. Cripps and Saints were being looked at and a meeting 
had been arranged with the management of Cripps on Tuesday, 7th June to get over the 
non Thursday night usage for matches, which would be a huge stumbling block for the 
club. Desborough was due to close in October when the new Leisure Centre opens which 
has no squash courts only in phase two which has no time span on it. The members were 
hoping to make the council keep both centres open as demand was high, but IH felt that 
it would benefit Kettering Council too much to sell it off for around 1.5 million to build on. 
They have had a good response from Kettering Leisure Village to play there games from 
there next season. 
NH asked why nothing had been sent out for the summer leagues re results but it seems 
he was on holiday and missed them or deleted them. 
Martin Sawyer wanted to know what options Club Diana had and to find out where 
courts were in the county that don’t come under the auspices of England Squash and 
make use of them. He felt that the county had never pursued the idea of utilising spare 
courts. 



JS wanted to make sure that the summer leagues would continue for Club Diana re not 
being able to play home games,  but was reassured that a solution would be found. DE 
stated that the captains’ needed to talk to there opposite number to rearrange. 
AR asked if the racketball rackets for Market Harborough were available SW had 
brought them with her. 
AA stated that weekends were free for matches at Market Harborough if any of the 
teams got stuck for venues. 
IH reiterated the state of play for Desborough, evidently there was a partition signed by 
3,000 and the council had said that a decision would be made next week. 
RS talked about the points of contact within the county to get funding and where to 
make our voices heard. He will e-mail DE all the information so that they can be 
contacted. 
DE gave a state of play with the summer league and having done a rough county 
calendar with SW the following dates were being proposed:- 
County Closed Racketball = Weekend 03 & 04 September 
Junior County Closed = Weekend 24 & 25 September 
County Leagues to commence 03 October (provisional) 
County Handicap Competition = Friday 18 November 
Senior County Closed = Wekend 14 & 15 January 
County Doubles = Friday 16 March 
 
There being no other business SW thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting 
closed at 9 pm. 


