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1. Meetings 

Apologies for this being the first meeting since last September. Can we have an AGM in September and 

then meet quarterly before the relevant county comm. Mtg? 

 

2. Clubs 

CD and Daventry have new junior sections now running successfully. Lings, Cripps, Kett Sq & KRC 

continue to operate strongly with standards improving strongly. Dallington is struggling, the reason being 

lack of coaching support for steve. I’ll try and help steve with this. 

 

3. Numbers Participating 

There has been a definite increase in the numbers of juniors participating. Daventry & CD have new 

junior sections with all other clubs continuing with the good work. 

 

Sam has successfully taken mini squash to several schools and the nearest clubs to those schools need to 

seize the moment and find a way of introducing any interested juniors into their programmes. 

 

I would like to increase the numbers of juniors participating next year and would like to guage if all club 

reps are keen to increase their numbers. If so I would propose that we discuss this fully in a Sept meeting 

with a view to a big push in the new season. 

 

4. Standard 

The progress of Sam’s squad has been outstanding and long may that continue. There have been two 

tournament successes which would have been inconceivable a year ago. Many of the boys are now playing 

Mens league. Well done Sam! 

 

There also seems to have been good progress in standard at all levels and there seem to be a reasonable 

number of good, keen youngsters. 

 

I would like to be able to offer more squad sessions for all (reasonable) standard of players who are keen 

to participate more. This could be a stepping stone to Sam’s squad Mark II? I would like something to 

start from September and would be prepared to take a squad myself.  

 

5. Playing Opportunity 

There may be some future stars amongst our juniors. There may also be lots of county stalwarts. For 

them to improve – if they are keen – they need more opportunity to play. I’ve started a Jnr Club evening 

at CD (Tues 4 til 6) for anyone to come down and play. This can be open to juniors from any club. Can 

any other clubs offer a similar thing? 

 

I am also trying to arrange friendly matches for all standards (as long as they can serve) which are very 

popular – my proposal here is that instead of having a junior club league, could we have a formal calendar 

of club matches against each other, where we liaise in order to match standards and have a friendly match 

for all club juniors. 

 



Leicestershire junior league – I am going to their AGM with a view to entering a team from CD – do any 

other clubs want to do likewise and end up with a joint league? 

 

6. Potential 

I have spoken to other Counties and what we have in Northants is actually very impressive! We are lucky 

to have a very committed coach in Sam. 

 

If we can build on the excellent achievements of the last year we could achieve something special. For us 

to do this we need to build a strong support network for Sam. 

 

7. Coaching  

the county has funded 10 people to do Level 1 and several more to do Level 2. Not all are able to make 

the commitment to help with Junior coaching. I would like to re-visit the coaches who have been 

supported to see what they may be able to do to help with the juniors. 

 

We could do with some coaching support after school / during school holidays etc and this could be the 

elder juniors as they progress, together with some adults whose work commitments allow. I would like to 

propose that the committee supports any of the juniors who want to achieve coaching qualifications. Do 

we have funding for this & to put more adults through the qualifications? 

 

We need to look to the future and build something that is sustainable and can grow, and everything starts 

with availability of coaches. 

 

In tennis the county has maybe 30 coaches – surely squash isn’t so far behind in active participators? 

 

8. Tournaments 

The grand prix’s have been excellent and once again very well supported. I believe we should expect 

higher numbers next season and should plan accordingly. 

 

County champs was successful – do we / should we run an under 11 comp? 

 

The Inter county teams all performed creditably although we’re not yet particularly strong in any age 

group. 

 

9. Other ideas 

County Junior box leagues – 2 monthly intervals ?? 

County ladder / ranking system based on grand prixs, box leagues, club friendly matches, etc 

 

10. Summary 

It has been an excellent season with progress across the board and a lot of enthusiasm. Personally I want 

to thank Sam for doing such a great job – year 1 is the hardest year and I hope we can all help the junior 

scene progress much further in year 2. WELL DONE SAM! 

 

 

 

 

 


